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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) IVIONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment See 37 CFR l .704(b). 
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1)IEI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 February 2005 , 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. Seie 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 7 are in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable oyer Baker in 
view of Sabo. 

Baker discloses a buoyancy device comprising a central portion 28 for forming a rear 
buoyancy area interconnected to a pair of lateral portions 18, 20, by a pair of front portion 
forming front buoyancy areas above belt 36. Each of the pair of front portions connect 
its adjacent lateral portions to the central portion. The pair of lateral portions is not 
disclosed as extending sufficiently around the waist to be located under the arms of the 
user. Sabo discloses a similar buoyancy device and teaches making the lateral portion 
extending further back around the waist. The buoyancy device of Baker discloses the 
use of an encircling belt 38 and first means for releasably connecting the front buoyancy 
areas to the belt means; second connecting means for releasably connecting the central 
portion to the belt means; third connecting means for releasably connecting adjacent portions of 
the front buoyancy areas together; and a fourth connecting means for 
releasably connecting the central portion to the lateral buoyancy areas. 
In view of these disclosures, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to extend 
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the lateral buoyancy areas of the buoyancy device of Baker, such that the areas extend 
under the arms generally as taught by Sabo. The lateral area already extend laterally and 
to add more extension would have been an obvious matter of design choice to one skilled 
in the art. It would have been desirable to extend the waist areas to increase the 
buoyancy of the device without making the buoyancy device cumbersome. 
Regarding the limitation of claim 2, it is noted that the reference for the angle has not been 
established. Notwithstanding this, the recitation merely states a desired functional result. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 2/1 5/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that neither Baker or Bateman teach the configuration of a W 
shape. Further, applicant argues that Sabo in fact intends the lateral projections to remain "in 
front" of the wearer. Applicant cites the text in the Sabo patent to show Sabo's intent. 

5. Initially, it is noted that the teachings of Sabo of extending the lateral projections 
outwardly do create "simulated W shape". It is noted that the reference to a "W" configuration is 
not very specific, for the letter "W" can be printed in varied configurations. The showing in 
figures 3 an 4 of Sabo show what could be considered a "W" configuration. Applicant's 
statement that the torso portion 23 in Sabo is intended to be located "at the front only thereof, 
with reference to the text in the Sabo patent has been taken out of context. In column 2, lines 
56-62, merely refers to the fi-ont sections of the torso portion. It is clear that the "laterally 
extending projections 43, 44" (coliunn 4, lines 54-56) do extending under the arms of the user. 
As such, it is our position that the combination of references meet the claims as stated in 
paragraph 3, above. 
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6. Prescott and Hunt are cited as showing life jackets having a "W" configuration. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. . 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Jesiis D. Sotelo whose telephone number is 571-272-6686. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 5:30 AM - 2:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684 The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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